
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Not the brightest light in T.O. 
  “We gotta save the planet. So when the chick on the radio said turn 
    off your lights for Earth Hour, I did.” 

Unfortunately, the lights that 68-year-old Ilya Desphares had turned off were his  
headlights. Losing control of his speeding 1993 Hummer in the process, the senior  
felled three power poles on Old Mill Road before slamming into a TTC streetcar. 

  “Bummer man. I forgot I still had my sunglasses on.” 

 Fortunately, no one was seriously hurt. 
But power was knocked out for 
thousands as hydro crews worked well  
into the night to repair the damage. 

 Never have so many lights in Hogtown been switched off for Earth Hour! 

 Desphares now faces charges of dangerous driving, driving while suspended (he lost 
his license in 2012 for street racing), speeding, driving while under the influence  
of a radio, and driving without insurance. 

 Talk about giving seniors a bad name! 
(Actual HG blog post from April 1) 

 

May Outing to Mennonite Heritage Museum 
Our May outing is scheduled for Thursday, May 16th in Steinbach, and HG members are  
free to bring spouses, partners, family or friends! (Go to rrc-hg.ca for more details.) 

         Guided tour begins at 9:30 am; Lunch is served at 12:00 noon. 

LUNCH MENU: Cabbage borscht, farmer sausage, vereniki with cream gravy, coleslaw,  
stone-ground whole wheat bread, rhubarb platz, tea or coffee. 

                        Tour and lunch: $30.00. Tour only: $10.00 

**Food allergies/sensitivities accommodated if we let the restaurant know in advance.  

The museum requires our attendance numbers two weeks in advance, so please 
RSVP Laura Sinclair via e-mail lnsinclair@rrc.ca by no later than Thursday, May 2nd. 

Ticket can be purchased from Karen Wall at the April Heritage Group Meeting.  
Also, as long as you RSVP by May 2nd you can pay Karen Wall at the museum the morning of the event. 

Cash, or cheque only made out to Karen Wall …No credit cards  

https://www.earthhour.org/
http://rrc-hg.ca/event/may-hg-outing/
https://www.earthhour.org/
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Riva Harrison: RRC Update 
This is an abridged article. See rrc-hg.ca/riva-harrison/ for the entire original post. 

 Heritage Group meeting of March 21, 2019. 
by Leslie Walsh 

A proud Winnipegger and RRC alumnus, Riva only joined our staff 2½ years ago.  
But her RRC roots go way back. Her dad, Gerry Harrison, was an instructor in  
Civil Technology. Riva is now Executive Director, Strategy and Communications. 
When the RRC position was posted, she thought, “This is it; my dream job since I  
was a kid!” A CreComm grad herself, Riva now employs other grads from the 
program and raves about ‘how awesome’ they are. 

Riva began by talking about the What We’re Doing is Working campaign:  
1. RRC has an incredible story to tell. We fuel this economy and get the 

 job done for students, their families, and the community. 
2. Fundraising is key to moving RRC forward in a time of growth and new  

technologies. So we need to create brand awareness and tell our  
stories. We require other sources of funding so that we can continue   
to grow, modernize, meet the needs of industry, and prosper. 

“RRC does not brag enough, we need to blow our own horn more and  
  tell the RRC story in a more robust way.” 

RRC is guided by its 5-year Strategic Plan, developed in 2016. 

Strategic Themes and Goals 

1. Advance Indigenous Achievement 
 Manitoba’s Indigenous population is underrepresented in post-secondary. 
 RRC should be their college of choice. Its downtown campus lies within Winnipeg-1, 

the school division with the city’s largest Indigenous population. 
 RRC is one of the most affordable and accessible posts-secondary institutions. 
 There are 3 elders on staff, with counselling and other supports available. 

2. Elevate Student Success 
 International students also have unique challenges. Yet they have some of the best 

graduation rates and make a diverse and interesting population. 
 Many new programs are ACCESS Model (for low-income residents) or Learning 

Pathways (that recognize prior informal and non-formal learning) initiatives. 
 RRC boasts the largest bursary program of any college in Canada. Student support is 

possible right out of high school. 

3. Foster Sustainable Growth 
 RRC assists with employee career development. 
 Fundraising is supporting initiatives that decrease our environmental footprint. 

Heritage buildings, made sustainable with green energy and technology, revitalize 
neighbourhoods. Just look at the number of new restaurants in the Exchange. 

 Buildings like the new Skilled Trades and Technology Centre (STTC) are ‘living labs’ 
that help us instruct the next generation on how to be environmentally friendly. 

4. Cultivate Strategic Partnerships 
 RRC works closely with industry in training, work placements 

and applied research. 
  RRC has been ranked one of the top research colleges in 

Western Canada for a 15th year! 
 A soon-to-be-announced new Technology Access Centre 

underlines our credibility in applied research. 
 In honour of Manitoba’s Indigenous communities and 

cultures, both the Jets and Moose logos were recently 
redesigned by RRC graphic design student Leticia Spence. 

 Our students are collaborating so much with industry that we can’t track it all. 

Go to the HG blog post at rrc-hg.ca/riva-harrison/ to read more about Riva’s presentation 
and highlights of some of the exciting new RRC buildings and initiatives. 

https://www.rrc.ca/fundraising/sttc/
http://rrc-hg.ca/riva-harrison/
https://www.rrc.ca/hr/2016/08/19/riva-harrison-executive-director-strategy-and-communications/
https://vimeo.com/294395993
https://www.rrc.ca/fundraising/sttc/
https://www.rrc.ca/news/2019/02/08/design-student-infuses-indigenous-culture-into-jets-and-moose-logos/
http://rrc-hg.ca/riva-harrison/
https://www.rrc.ca/news/2019/02/08/design-student-infuses-indigenous-culture-into-jets-and-moose-logos/
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X-Rebels Ride Again 
Remember the Red River Rebel Riders (now RRCyclists), a 
team of RRC cyclists that has raised tens of thousands of dollars 
over the years in the fight against MS? Two alumni and HG 
members, Wayne Ferguson (left) and Guy Dugas (right), have now 
set their sights on cancer, the largest killer of kids in Canada. 

This June, they are taking part in the Great Cycle Challenge.  

Over 1,400 children are diagnosed with cancer every year.  
Kids should be living life, not fighting for it.  

Money raised through the Challenge goes to support the SickKids Foundation. 

Please make a donation, no matter how small, and give these kids the brighter futures they deserve. 

Click here for Wayne, or click here for Guy, to make a secure online donation. 

Hit the Prairie Lights this month! 
 

You’ll have to be quick to catch this great breakfast or lunch option. Offering  
a fresh take on Indigenous dishes like three sisters soup and bannock tacos,  
the Prairie Lights Restaurant will be open only until April 17th with made- 
from-scratch breakfast, lunch, and daily specials. 

     Hours of operation: Tuesday through Friday; 9 am to 10:30 am for breakfast,  
11 am to 12:30 for lunch, but only until April 17th. 

 Seating is limited and is first-come, first-served. So get there early, and fast! 
 

Jan den Oudsten Honoured 

 

 
On March 20th, 2019, RRC honoured  
the philanthropic generosity and global 
legacy of Jan den Oudsten, Founder  and 
past president of New Flyer Industries 
Ltd., by officially renaming its Heavy 
Equipment Transportation Centre. The 
60,000-sq.-ft. facility will now be proudly 
known as the Jan den Oudsten Vehicle 
Technology & Research Centre (VTRC). 

 

Jan is a celebrated pioneer in Manitoba vehicle research, 
and his contributions during more than 50 years of 
service have made an impact around the world. His 
vision for low floor designed buses became an industry 
standard, ensuring that all passengers, including those 
with significant mobility challenges, are able to travel on 
regular transit services in cities across the continent. 

On March 21, den Oudsten was further recognized and 
honoured with the 2019 Pioneer Award from the 
Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters – Manitoba. 

https://greatcyclechallenge.ca/
https://www.rrc.ca/wellness/2012/09/27/wellness-in-the-slow-lane/
http://mssoc.convio.net/site/TR/BikeTour/ManitobaDivision?team_id=104939&pg=team&fr_id=6521
http://mssoc.convio.net/site/TR/BikeTour/ManitobaDivision?pg=entry&fr_id=6521
https://www.rrc.ca/wellness/2015/09/18/thanks-from-your-rrrr/
https://greatcyclechallenge.ca/
https://www.sickkidsfoundation.com/
https://greatcyclechallenge.ca/Riders/WayneFerguson
https://greatcyclechallenge.ca/Riders/GuyDugas
https://www.cbc.ca/amp/1.5053464
https://www.rrc.ca/news/2019/03/15/transportation-trailblazer-makes-milestone-1-5m-donation-to-red-river-college/
https://www.rrc.ca/news/2019/03/15/transportation-trailblazer-makes-milestone-1-5m-donation-to-red-river-college/
https://www.rrc.ca/news/2019/03/15/transportation-trailblazer-makes-milestone-1-5m-donation-to-red-river-college/
https://cme-mec.ca/blog/visionary-leaders-and-innovators-among-cme-manitoba-award-recipients/
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HG Blog hits 200! 

 

March 8th, 2019, the Heritage Group blog hit 200 articles 
with the post (below), Bob Vinet is bursting his buttons!  

We are grateful for all the contributors who help to keep us 
connected, especially our # 1 writer and current HG Chair, 

Leslie Walsh. But kudos also to all the others, including # 2 
contributor and current Social Committee Chair, Karen Wall, 
past Chair Dale Watts, Ron Blicq, past RRCC President Ray 
Newman, and Bob Barr. 

As always, we are  
indebted to our  
wonderful College  
liaisons, Elena  
Grinshteyn (left), and  
more recently, Laura  
Sinclair (right), for the  
support we have  
enjoyed from them  
over the years. 

Finally, a big thank you to Red River College for continuing to 
fund our little group. 

And to all of you, keep sending in those articles! 

Bob Vinet is bursting his buttons! 
Bob Vinet recently dropped off an  
article featuring his seventeen-year- 
old granddaughter, Raygan Kirk. I  
don’t think he’s been this proud  
since being awarded a trophy at the  
RRCC staff curling wind-up in March  
of 1974. 

Raygan, it turns out, had traveled  
with the Canadian women’s U18  
team to Japan in January for the  
IIHF’s World Championship. In net  
for the Gold Medal game, she  
stopped 25 of 27 shots and led Team Canada to a thrilling 3-2 
overtime win over the United States. Then, to top it off, she 
was named most valuable player of the tournament. No 
wonder Bob is crowing. 

Although born in Winnipeg in 2001, Raygan didn’t start playing 
hockey until she moved to hockey-mad Ste. Anne Manitoba 
when she was seven. There must be something in the water of 
this town of 1,600. Ste. Anne had already produced four other 
Team Canada members: Bailey and Shelby Bram, Jocelyne 
Larocque, and Melanie Gagnon. 

 

 

“I started out playing boys hockey 
  and played with the boys right  
  through my days in minor hockey.  
  There were only two other girls  
  and we all played together on the  
  boys’ teams. Living in Ste. Anne,  
  Bailey and Shelby Bram’s dad  
  coached my team. Those girls  
  would come and make  
  presentations in my school.  
  Everybody who played hockey in  
  Ste. Anne looked up to them.” 

Raygan started out playing defence, but she always wanted to 
be in net. Her younger brother had been a goalie right from 
the start, and she started to ask her parents about being a 
goaltender too. “No, you’re a really great defenseman”, they 
told her. And though she had been a key player on both boys 
teams and female dual rostered teams at that time, her folks 
eventually felt they had to let her try. So from then on she 
played defense with the boys, and goalie with the girls. When 
she finished Pee Wee, they said she had to make a choice for 
one position and play only female hockey. 

The rest is history. 

Thanks for sharing, Bob. 

 

 

 

Bob’s granddaughter,  
goalie Raygan Kirk 

http://rrc-hg.ca/?s=%22by+Leslie+Walsh%22
http://rrc-hg.ca/?s=%22by+Karen+Wall%22
http://rrc-hg.ca/?s=%22by+Dale+Watts%22
http://rrc-hg.ca/great-nan-remembers-christmas-74-years-ago/
http://rrc-hg.ca/the-city-slickers/
http://rrc-hg.ca/the-city-slickers/
http://rrc-hg.ca/putting-ivy-on-the-walls/
http://rrc-hg.ca/new-horizons-for-elena/
http://rrc-hg.ca/new-horizons-for-elena/
http://rrc-hg.ca/playing-with-a-new-band/
http://rrc-hg.ca/playing-with-a-new-band/
http://rrc-hg.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/1974-04_RRCC-News.jpg
http://rrc-hg.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/1974-04_RRCC-News.jpg
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/raygan-kirk-canada-gold-medal-1.4980375
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/raygan-kirk-canada-gold-medal-1.4980375
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Paul Samyn: Winnipeg Free Press Editor 
This is an abridged article. See rrc-hg.ca/paul-samyn/ for the entire original post. 

by Leslie Walsh 

Heritage Group meeting of January 17, 2019. 
 

 

Paul Samyn has been part of the Free Press (FP) newsroom for 
more than a quarter century, working his way up after starting 
as a rookie reporter in 1988. And if you count his time as a FP 
carrier as a boy, his connection goes back even further. 

As a reporter, Paul wrote for every section of the paper, 
covering elections, wars overseas, and the funerals of a royal 
princess and a prime minister. He was also the Ottawa bureau 
chief for ten years before being named city editor in 2007. 

Paul was promoted to Editor in 2012, only the 15th person to 
hold that office since the Free Press began publishing in 1872. 
 

What’s happening in the industry?  
Why should you care? 

In 1980, Paul delivered papers in 
Silver Heights to 100 subscribers. 
Now only 61 still have home 
delivery. Since 1950, print 
readership has steadily declined to 
18% in 2015, and is projected to 
slump to a mere 2% before long. 

What is the impact? Consider the correlation between 
readership and voter turnout. The 1977 election saw a 75.6% 
voter turnout. By 2016, the vote had dropped to 50.8%, a 
significant 25% decrease in a generation. And U.S. voting data 
reveal that Trump was stronger in areas underserved by 
newspapers.  Ignorance creates all kinds of issues.  

Where we were, and finding a way forward 

Due to declining readership, 2016 
FP revenues had dropped to 73% 
of 2011’s. Still, the paper is faring 
better than others. Revenue for 
Postmedia, Canada’s largest 
media company, is at 58%. With 
Le Devoir holding at 92%, the FP 
lies in the middle of the pack and 
doing relatively well.

Advertizing revenue dropping from ten  
million dollars in 2012 to its current 6.5  
million resulted in the newsroom shrinking  
from 100 people to 70. Reporters who used  
to cover events along with radio and TV  
stations now sit in a newsroom re-writing  
what comes in from news feeds. Though  
the FP still sends reporters into the  
community, such as to the court house and  
the legislature, many media outlets no  
longer do. 

Though print circulation is down, more people are reading the 
FP than ever before. But they don’t pay as much, with a digital 
 subscription costing about $17 a month, 
 compared to $41 for print. But since 
 adding online customers costs next to 
 nothing, the FP hopes to grow its digital 
 subscriptions by 30% to 40% this year. 

 “Society needs information it can trust.” 

 Politicians recognize that something needs 
 to be done. A Postmedia bankruptcy, for 
 example, would also drag down the U.S. 
 hedge fund that owns it. That would leave 
 its 28 markets, including Ottawa, without a 
 newspaper.  Already subsidizing TV and 
 magazines such as McLeans, the feds have 
 announced $600 million to support 
 newspapers over the next five years. Five- 
 to six-hundred-thousand of that would go 
 to the FP and, in turn, to its newsroom. 

Society needs information it can trust. No one knows from 
where much of the stuff online is coming. A lot of the news in 
the U.S. during its elections was deliberately concocted to 
influence voters. The FP is a homegrown, independent and 
trusted newspaper whose reporters can canvass local people. 
Toronto-based sources such as CTV, CBC, etc. cannot do that. 

Paul closed his presentation by asserting that FP publisher Bob 
Cox is very excited about the paper’s future. And after 
listening to Paul’s presentation, I am convinced there is 
definitely a future for the FP. 

Go to rrc-hg.ca/paul-samyn/ for the entire original post. 
 
 

 

April showers bring May flowers… somewhere. 
 

  

Engin_Akyurt / Pixabay 

 

http://rrc-hg.ca/paul-samyn/
http://rrc-hg.ca/paul-samyn/
https://pixabay.com/users/Engin_Akyurt/
https://pixabay.com/users/Engin_Akyurt/
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Red River College 
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June 17, 1928 Feb. 3, 2019 

 
Jan 22, 1945 – Oct 11, 2018 

Passages 
James Bell Cuthbert 
We sadly note the passing of James Cuthbert on 
February 3rd, peacefully at the age of 90. Jim 
helped design the Graphics Arts Program and 
worked at the College as an instructor until his 
retirement. 

Donations may be made to West Park Manor 
Personal Care Home or Parkinson Canada in 
James’s memory. 

(link to Free Press Obituary) 
 

Don Rencz 
We sadly note the passing of long-time Teacher 
Education instructor, Donald Samuel Rencz, on 
October 11th, 2018. Don moved to Winnipeg in 
1978, and taught at RRC for 37 years before  
retiring in 2015. 

(link to Free Press obituary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 18, Room A1-37 (Notre Dame Campus) 

 Guest Speaker: Barb Gluck  
 Speaker’s Topic: The Gimli Glider 

 

A reminder that our April meeting is really 
considered our AGM and that there will be 
an election of officers at that time.   

Up for grabs are: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary and Social 
Committee Lead 

Get all the latest from our blog @ rrc-hg.ca. 

mailto:ljoywalsh@gmail.com
mailto:lnsinclair@rrc.ca
mailto:HG-Editor@rrc.ca
http://rrc-hg.ca/
https://parkmanor.ca/index.php/donate
https://parkmanor.ca/index.php/donate
https://www.parkinson.ca/getinvolved/waystogive/
https://passages.winnipegfreepress.com/passage-details/id-261820/CUTHBERT_JAMES
https://passages.winnipegfreepress.com/passage-details/id-259524/RENCZ_DONALD
http://rrc-hg.ca/
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