Best of the Season!
Dear Heritage Group Members,
I wish you all the best of the season and a satisfying and healthy New Year.
We had great moments in the past eight months. I am thinking of the wonderful speakers that came to talk to us, thanks to Dale
Watts, and the exciting outings we experienced, such as the visit to the Museum of Human Rights and the fabulous supper at the
RRC Paterson GlobalFoods. Thank you also to Gail Shimonek and her social committee who made all the outings possible. And a
great big Thank You to Elena Grinshteyn, who kept track of everything and kept us on our toes.
I expect that the new year will be just as great.
John Graeb, Chair of HG

Annual HG Dinner/Dance
Thirty of us whooped it up at this year's Dinner Dance held November 19th in the
Paterson GlobalFoods Institute Annex, overlooking the Bijou Park in the Exchange.
The setting was splendid and the dance tunes delightfully dated (mainly R&R classics
from the 50s onward). As expected, PGI Event Chef extraordinaire, John Royal, served
up a marvelous menu that included a vegetable and chick pea curry, poached salmon,
and a mustard and herb crusted pork loin.
Special thanks are owed to Jeff Gill, Director of Food Services, and Michael Blahuta,
Restaurant Manager, for pulling it all together, and to Jenna Feener, our Events'
Coordinator who helped with logistics. They all helped make us feel very special.
Of course, the whole idea originated with our dedicated Social Committee (John
Reimers, Glen Baldwin, Liz Omeniuk, and intrepid Chair Gail Shimonek) who went above
and beyond to also procure and wrap an impressive abundance of door prizes.

And none of this would have been
possible without the generous time
and infectious enthusiasm of Elena
Grinshteyn and additional support
from Janice Lowry, both from RRC's
Development Office.
A terrific time was had by all, and we
can't wait to see what our Social
Committee has in store for us next!
See you all next year!

Door prize winners, left to right: Sandi Staynor, Sherry Ripak, Norma Baldwin, Isabel Bright, Karen Wall, Clark
and Allison Cowell, Valdi Johsnon, Dorothy Derksen, Bluma Levine, Dale Watts, Lynne and John Graeb

RRC Heritage Group Newsletter December 2015

Terry Stratton: A Beautiful Place

Heritage Group October 15th meeting
by Guy Dugas

The Heritage Group came away from its regular October
gathering with a new appreciation for a once venerable
institution that more recently has been much disparaged, the
Canadian Senate. Our guest, the Hon. Terry Stratton, retired
from this “beautiful place” in 2013. And his fond reminiscences
of twenty years in the Upper House revealed a deep affection
for both the red chamber itself, and its dedicated and capable
senators. As he pointed out, you’ll find a few bad people in any
large organization, but they get sent to jail when caught and
should not be allowed taint the good work done by the many.

Standing Committee on Rules, Procedures and the Rights of
Parliament.
The battering the Senate has endured at the hands of both
press and politicians these past few years saddens Terry. On
one hand, partisan politics has undermined its role as a venue
for “sober second thought”, and forgotten is all the good work
done by Senate committees in reviewing legislation,
particularly in the case of omnibus bills. On the other,
problematic is the broad discretion senators enjoy in deciding
how to spend millions of dollars. Despite recent attempts to
codify administrative rules, policies and guidelines remain
notoriously vague and confusing. Both the Senate and the
House of Commons have had their share of scandals because
many “rules” have traditionally been deliberately imprecise.
And though members are bound by tradition to behave
“honourably”, some people’s ethics have proven to be as
pliant as the rules.
Terry concedes that reform should have taken place long ago,
but that it will likely never happen. The debate over the years
has swung from reform to abolition to elected senators, but
none of the three seems likely.

Reform
Inside the Senate of Canada, Created & uploaded by Xiaphias
at en.wikipedia CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Terry shared that his Heritage Group visit was his first time
back on campus in 40 years, having started teaching in the
Architectural Technology program in 1969. Born in Winnipeg,
Terry enjoyed a long and varied political career that began
with the Manitoba Progressive Conservative Party in 1975. He
worked on several election campaigns, including those for Jake
Epp, Susan Thompson, and Sam Katz, and in 1990 became Vice
President of the Western-PC Party of Canada. While a Senator
he served variously as Whip of the Opposition, Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, Chief Government Whip, Chair of the
Conflict of Interest Committee, Co-Chair of the Joint Sub
Committee for Security on the Hill, and member of the Senate

Unanimous
consent of the
provinces is
required for any
change,
something that
has historically
been elusive. The
best attempt at
reform was the
Meech Lake
Accord,
negotiated in 1987
and ultimately
Meech Lake Monster by Aislin (alias Terry Mosher)
defeated when
rejected by Manitoba in 1990.
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Terry tried to explain why this option is highly unlikely
with a bit of a history lesson. Confederation was made
possible by dividing Senate representation across four
geographic regions: Ontario, Quebec, the Maritimes,
and the Western provinces. Each region holds 24 seats.
Six more were added for Newfoundland and Labrador
when it became a Canadian province in 1949, and one
more for each of Canada’s three territories—the
Northwest Territories, the Yukon, and Nunavut—for a
total of 105. As the Western provinces increase in
population, so does their power in the House of
Commons. But all legislation must pass both houses
(House of Commons and Senate). So, since the eastern
provinces want to maintain their power in the Senate,
abolition is not in their best interest.

Alberta has done it, so it is possible. However, other provinces fear
that elected senators would have more power and influence in
Ottawa than the Premier (there are six Senators from Manitoba, for
example).
No one know what will ultimately become of the Senate. But the
Hon. Terry Tratton feels that, as has happened in other jurisdictions,
reform is possible and that the Senate should regain its former
importance as a vital arm of our democracy. He carries many fond
memories and is thankful for the opportunities he has had to work
with many capable and dedicated people, doing important work in
service to all Canadians. In the end, however, Terry conceded that
retirement is “bloody wonderful!”
Thank you Terry for your life of service, and thank you for taking time
out from your retirement to enlighten us this Thursday morning.

United in Effort: Book Launch
The Service Battalion Senate, Inc. launched a combat service support
history book by co-authors Dale Watts and Bruce Tascona in the Atrium at
McNally’s Grant Park on Sunday, November 29.
United in Effort: Manitoba Combat Service Support History–1870 to 2015
is the first publication to undertake a study of the integral role of logistics
and training support in military operations with a specific focus on
Manitoba service support units domestically and overseas.
Part 1 traces the evolution of rudimentary to sophisticated logistics
operations including the critical role of Camp Hughes, Manitoba 1965 to
the present day including its community support during civil emergencies
and major events, individual soldier support for peacekeeping operations
around the world and participation in the conflict in Afghanistan.
Often under-valued, under-recognized and under-appreciated, these
support units have delivered when needed…exemplars of the logistics
motto “Service Second to None” and always “United in Effort.”

Bruce Tascona is the
author of several
military publications,
President of the Military History Society of Manitoba and owner of the
Manitoba WW I Museum in Pilot Mound.
Our own Dale Watts is a former army reservist and Commanding Officer of
17 Winnipeg Service Battalion as well as the current Honorary Lieutenant
Colonel of 38 Service Battalion.

A season of ‘firsts’ for inaugural arrival under RRC’s Student Refugee Program
Read how Yves Ngendahimana — the first Red River College student to enrol as part of the newly-launched Student Refugee
Program — is still enjoying the warmth of a Winnipeg welcome after "a first" winter with actual snow.
On line at: http://news.rrc.ca/2015/12/a-season-of-firsts-for-inaugural-arrival-under-rrcs-student-refugee-program/
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A RACEr’s Life is Good
Every six months or so for about the last
five years, a group of retirees (R) from the
Accounting and Computer Education (ACE)
department have been connecting over the
lunch buffet at Aaltos Garden Cafe on
McPhillips.

And though an ever-increasing variety of aches, pains, and minor annoyances
did creep into the conversation, for the most part, talk of tennis, golf,
badminton, family, and cottage life reminded us that life is good.

Though all are thoroughly enjoying
retirement, only Doug, Keith, Valdi, John,
and Louis have really put their feet up. JeanRené has continued to do some ICT
consulting since retiring last year. Jurgen,
busier than ever as the Returning Officer for
Elmwood-Transcona, gave us an insider’s
glimpse of the electoral process and our
federal tax dollars at work. Guy Dugas, who
is still working at the College on a contract
basis, shared all the latest about what’s
happening on campus.

ACE Retirees (left to right): Jean-René Nicolet, Jurgen Schmidt, Doug Bake, Keith
Dryburgh, Valdi Johnson, John Fletcher, Guy Dugas, Louis Rodkin

Gerry Varnes inducted into MB Hockey Hall of Fame
by Kent Morgan

Retired Business instructor Gerry Varnes was
inducted into the Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame in
the official category on October 3 at the Canad Inns
Polo Park.
Gerry officiated minor through to University and
senior hockey and I personally had the pleasure of
working with Gerry in both minor hockey and the
Manitoba Junior Hockey League. You can read his
full bio on the MHHOF website.
I like the photo of Gerry with his refereeing
equipment (right), from which he then picked up and
blew his whistle before leaving the stage following
his induction and comments. He wasn’t assessing a penalty, although it looked like he might.
Photos courtesy of the Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame

College hours during Holiday Break 2015
During the holiday break, general access to Notre Dame and Exchange District Campuses will be limited to the following hours:
 Dec. 24, 2015: Regular hours until 12:00 pm
 Dec. 24-26, 2015: Closed (no access)
 Dec. 27-31, 2015: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 Jan. 1, 2016: Closed (no access)
 Jan. 2-3, 2016: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 Jan. 4, 2016: Resume regular hours, effective 7:00 a.m.
Details on line at: http://news.rrc.ca/2015/12/college-hours-during-holiday-break-2015/#more-5067
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Nominate a Worthy Candidate for a 2016

Honorary Degree or Diploma
An award of distinction, the Honorary Degree/Diploma is the highest honour Red River College can bestow upon an individual.
This award recognizes individuals in diverse fields who are distinguished by their significant accomplishments and contributions –
locally, nationally or internationally – and whose receipt of the award will bring honour and distinction to RRC.

Deadline for nominations is Friday, January 15

More information on these prestigious awards is
available on the Alumni microsite, including the online
nomination form.

Past recipients of this award have included Ace Burpee, Lisa
Meeches, Gail Asper, and The Honourable Mr. Justice Murray
Sinclair. Consider nominating an individual if he or she has:
1.
Made significant contributions to either: (1) Red River
College; (2) a particular field of post-secondary study;
and/or (3) post-secondary education on a local, national
or international level;
2.
Accomplished great success in either a paid or volunteer
position that reflects the values of Red River College;
3.
Enhances or promotes the College’s image/reputation in
Manitoba or elsewhere; and/or
4.
Serves as an inspirational example to the College
community due to significant accomplishment or
achievement.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Alumni Relations office at 204-632-2359 or alumni@rrc.ca.
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Passages
Bob Whitlaw
Bob peacefully passed away on October 20 at the
age of 82. Born in Deloraine, Manitoba, Bob had a
long career with Canadian General Electric and
later with RRCC as an instructor in the Major
Appliance Service program.
(link to Free Press Obituary)

RRC Heritage Group
Chair
John Graeb, jgraeb@hotmail.com

Vice- Chair

Donald Shand

Leslie Walsh, ljoywalsh@gmail.com

After a courageous and defiant battle with
Alzheimer’s, Donald Shand passed away peacefully
at the age of 83. Don joined RRC in 1966 as an
Instructor in the Electronics Technology
Department and retired in 2001.

Secretary

(link to Free Press Obituary)

Lucien Mousseau
Surrounded by the love of his family, Lucien passed
away on October 14. His career as a surveyor was
followed by teaching Mathematics, Surveying and
Drafting at MITT. He eventually moved on to
administration at RRC, retiring in 1990 to pursue
other interests.
(link to Free Press Obituary)

Mary Hayes

Assistant Secretary
Liz Omeniuk

Social Committee Lead
Gail Shimonek

Past Chair
Dale Watts

Founders

Léandre Boily

Bob Barr & Don Kennedy

A long time Technology Mathematics instructor at
RRCC, Léandre died on October 15. Cremation and
a private family service have taken place.

Red River College Group Liaison

(link to Free Press Obituary)

Coming Soon
Come to our next meeting in room A-137 at the Notre Dame campus.
A typical meeting begins with coffee/tea and social time at 9:30 am, followed
by a speaker at 10, and a business meeting from 11:20 to 11:55.
Below is our tentative 2016 schedule. Please check rrc-hg.ca for updates.
January 21: RRC President Paul Vogt - Vision for the College

Elena Grinshteyn, egrinshteyn@rrc.ca
204-631-3324

Editor
Guy Dugas, guy@spright.ca

Published by
Red River College
2055 Notre Dame Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0J9

February 18: Alzheimer's Society - How to care for people with dementia
March 17: TBA
April 21: Ray Hoemsen, Director, Applied Research &
Commercialization, - Research at the College

Check us Out Online!

Heritage Group Blog: rrc-hg.ca
Responsibility for articles rests upon the
authors, not Red River College, and do not
represent official positions of Red River
College. Letters and articles submitted for
inclusion in the newsletter may be edited
for content and/or length.

Get all these articles and more as they are posted on our blog at rrc-hg.ca.
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