
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Heritage Ungroup, COVID Edition
Hi to all Heritage Group Members, 

I hope you and your families have all been able to stay healthy throughout these unprecedented, 
crazy, COVID-19 times. When we last met in February, I don’t think any of us could even imagine 
what was ahead of us. Our daily lives have been d
ability to meet as a group. Not only have our physical meetings for September and October 
been cancelled by RRC, our meeting room A137 won’t be available until January 2021. 

In light of this, I will continue as the Chair of the Heritag
to have our elections, hopefully in January 2021. I have spoken to Gail Shimonek, Vice
who will take over as Chair when the time comes. I hope this is agreeable to our members.

I have also spoken to Karen Wall, Chair of the Social Committee. Here is Karen’s update

  Hello Heritage Group stalwarts: 
As the COVID-19 struggle continues, the HG Social Committee will not be planning any 
gathering events for the foreseeable future.  Unless t
the COVID-19 situation by early fall, this will mean we will not have our Christmas gathering in mid
While that is unfortunate, I am sure we all agree that we are a high risk group, and must put our heal
ahead of our social ones.  Hopefully next year we will have a much more positive scenario with which to work.”

  Karen. 

It has been suggested that we could have online meetings. This is something that I am not sure of and I think having speakers
way is not ideal. If anyone has any suggestions, please let me know, otherwise we will keep our fingers crossed that we can m
on January 21, 2021. 

Stay safe everyone. 

Leslie Walsh, Heritage Group Chair 

Fred Meier Hired as RRC President
Abridged from RRC News blog at rrc.ca/news/2020/05/05/college

Our Board of Governors announced that
effective July 6, RRC’s 
CEO is longtime public servant

“Fred brings a tremendous amount of 
senior leadership experience to the role,” 
says Board chair Loren Cisyk. “A successful 
College relies on strong leadership and we 
look forward to how Fred’s experience, 
leading at a high-level, will translate into 
new opportunities for our students and 
our province.”  

Meier is a proud Manitoban who brings 
considerable senior leadership experience 
to the new role. In his 

cabinet secretary and clerk of the province’s Executive Council, he 
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Fred Meier Hired as RRC President 
rrc.ca/news/2020/05/05/college-appoints-fred-meier-as-next-president

Our Board of Governors announced that, 
effective July 6, RRC’s new President and 

longtime public servant, Fred Meier. 

red brings a tremendous amount of 
senior leadership experience to the role,” 
says Board chair Loren Cisyk. “A successful 
College relies on strong leadership and we 
look forward to how Fred’s experience, 

level, will translate into 
rtunities for our students and 

Meier is a proud Manitoban who brings 
considerable senior leadership experience 
to the new role. In his previous position as 

cabinet secretary and clerk of the province’s Executive Council, he 

has championed measures towards building a positive 
and inclusive culture, with a focus on employee 
engagement that better supports innovation and 
collaboration to the benefit of all Manitobans.

While the search was underway, the Board appointed 
Dr. Christine Watson, RRC’s Vice
as interim president and CEO.

“We can’t thank Christine enough for her leadership 
during this time,” says Cisyk. “Her hard work 
that of the Senior Leadership Team 
College was able to continue to operate d
pandemic, and that our students and faculty were 
supported.” 

Meier is Red River College’s sixth president and CEO. 
He has been appointed to a five
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easures towards building a positive 
and inclusive culture, with a focus on employee 
engagement that better supports innovation and 
collaboration to the benefit of all Manitobans. 

While the search was underway, the Board appointed 
RRC’s Vice-president, Academic, 

as interim president and CEO. 

“We can’t thank Christine enough for her leadership 
during this time,” says Cisyk. “Her hard work — and 
that of the Senior Leadership Team — ensured the 
College was able to continue to operate during this 
pandemic, and that our students and faculty were 

Meier is Red River College’s sixth president and CEO. 
He has been appointed to a five-year term. 
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Give the gift of higher education
 

 

 

 

 

 

Donation cheques should not be made out to the 
Heritage Group or to any individual’s name. Finance 
will not deposit any cheque that is not made out to 
Red River College.  

Cheques should be issued to Red River College.

Use the memo section to designate the Heritage 
Group Fund and mail to:   

 Attn. Alexis Reeves, Development Coordinator
Red River College, C306 – 2055 Notre Dame Ave, 
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0J9 
Phone: (204) 632-3031 | Email:  areeves51@rrc.ca

10th year in a row!
RRC is again named one of Canada’s Greenest Employers!
We have so much to be proud of, from our environmentally 
friendly policies and programs, to our staff engagement in 
wide-ranging sustainability efforts such as reducing waste and 
energy consumption, campus greening, composting programs, 
community maker markets, environmentally friendly building 
management, sustainable transportation, and more.

Read the full announcement at 
https://www.rrc.ca/news/2020/06/16/college
year-as-one-of-canadas-greenest-employers/ .

We’ve achieved a lot together over the past 10 years, but we 
also still have much work to do—and a community full of those 
in need. 

You can help, even from home. 

RRC is once again participating in Winnipeg Harvest’s annual
Grow-a-Row project by planting vegetables in their on
garden and donating the harvest to Winnipeggers in need, 
including Red River College students. 

Grow a row in your home garden and add to our collective 
bounty! 
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Give the gift of higher education 
 The Manitoba Scholarship and Bursaries Initiative (MSBI) now contributes one 

dollar for every dollar donated. There has never been a better time to give.

 The Heritage Group replaced its annual membership fee a few years ago with 
an annual voluntary contribution to the Heritage Group Award Endowment 
Fund for RRC students in need of financial assistance. This allows us to award 
thousands of dollars each year to students in need. 

 Donations of $20.00 or more will automatically be tax receipted
$10.00 only receipted upon request). 

 (In the Please use my gift to support section, check the box for
Awards, and specify Heritage Group Award Endowment Fund
for Additional information) 

be made out to the 
Finance 

will not deposit any cheque that is not made out to 

Red River College. 

designate the Heritage 

Attn. Alexis Reeves, Development Coordinator 
2055 Notre Dame Ave, 

areeves51@rrc.ca 

10th year in a row! 
RRC is again named one of Canada’s Greenest Employers! 
We have so much to be proud of, from our environmentally 
friendly policies and programs, to our staff engagement in 

ranging sustainability efforts such as reducing waste and 
greening, composting programs, 

community maker markets, environmentally friendly building 
management, sustainable transportation, and more. 

https://www.rrc.ca/news/2020/06/16/college-marks-10th-
employers/ . 

We’ve achieved a lot together over the past 10 years, but we 
and a community full of those 

RRC is once again participating in Winnipeg Harvest’s annual 
by planting vegetables in their on-campus 

garden and donating the harvest to Winnipeggers in need, 

Grow a row in your home garden and add to our collective 

To join in, sign up at: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6bnx7uz1kQ
AkWAKi2A6loZ0HXPDUg2_fvNZVoQtgpsBk0Vw/viewform

Thank you and congrats to our Sustainability team for your 
leadership, vision and hard work! 
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A Celebration of (Retired) Life
Judging by our most recent string of obituaries, our blog is in 
danger of succumbing to one of COVID-19’s most devastating 
side-effects: social distancing. Yes, unless we can find a 
remedy, I fear we may lose readers to more uplifting Websites 
like theuselessweb.com. 

Not uncommon to obituaries is an invitation to a “
of life”. Well, let me invite you to submit pieces to our blog 
that celebrate HG members who are still alive and kicking. 
Why don’t you, yes YOU, email something uplifting about 
yourself to HG-Editor@RRC.CA. If you feel your life is just too 
boring, then send me something interesting about another 
retiree (with their permission, of course), or simply someth
that lifts your spirits. 

Kayaking with the Belugas
by Gail Shimonek 
Thank you Gail for submitting the first article in our 
new “Celebration of (Retired) Life“ series (see above)!

At 6 am on Wednesday, August 
19th, I picked up my girlfriend 
Lilian and off we drove to 
Thompson. Then, the 15-hour 
train ride to Churchill.  Our 
bucket list included “Kayaking 
with the Belugas”—a tour that 
had been prebooked for Friday 
the 21st. But with the weather 
less than ideal, our Churchill 
River kayaking jaunt was 
postponed until the 22nd, then 
again until the 23rd. The tide 
and currents had settled down 
enough by 5 pm on the 23rd 
for kayaking conditions for the 
lowest common denominator 
of kayakers (of which I was 
one). 

Well folks, know that kayaking 
the Churchill River is like 
kayaking the Lake of the 
Woods: any breeze affects the 
waves and currents. The 
roughness of the water is the 
first challenge for the novice kayaker.  The second is the fact 
that a Beluga might decide to bond with your kayak. 
Unnerving, but not my concern. The waves and th
view of the river emptying into Hudson Bay was my real 
concern.  I truly did not want to become Sea North’s first 
swimmer of the season.  I connected with my higher power at 
this point. We pushed off and panic—high waves, strong 
currents and the sheer expanse of the river—immediately set 
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Your editor will kick things  
off with an exciting photo of  
himself contemplating life  
before COVID. 

 

Now, isn’t that uplifting? 

Then send him something  
that is… please! 

 
 

Kayaking with the Belugas 

in our  
(see above)!.  

first challenge for the novice kayaker.  The second is the fact 
that a Beluga might decide to bond with your kayak. 
Unnerving, but not my concern. The waves and the impressive 
view of the river emptying into Hudson Bay was my real 
concern.  I truly did not want to become Sea North’s first 
swimmer of the season.  I connected with my higher power at 

high waves, strong 
immediately set 

in. Off I went , straight toward the sea wall. A guide in a Zodiac 
came to my rescue and proceeded to instruct me on the fine 
art of paddling. Off I went again, but this time I seemed to get 
the hang of it. 

I’m feeling the tippy craft but tell myself not to do anything 
stupid nor in a hurry. But then—guess what folks!!
and bubbling noise behind me is  
followed by a gentle nudge on the  
rear of my kayak.  Yes indeed, a ten
foot Beluga I named Ralph has  
decided to bond with my kayak!—for 
the entire two-hour experience!Out 
of 12 kayakers, my kayak was the  
only one enticing enough to attract a 
Ralph. Go figure. 

My kayak and Ralph became true friends, with Ralph bumping 
and nudging the kayak and me concentrating on keeping the 
craft upright. Twice he managed to actually lift the kayak a few 
inches off the water.  A guide in a Zodiac came by and asked if 
he should chase Ralph away. I responded that his only job was 
to fish me out of the river should I capsize. I was teased by the 
other kayakers about my developing relationship, and Ralph 
never did stray until the water became too shallow as I 
paddled back to shore.  All this while we were surrounded by 
belugas, frolicking and showcasing themselves, simply enjoying 
our company.  The guides commented that they had “never 
seen the whales that active”.  The belugas had welcomed us to 
their home. 

I consider myself so fortunate to have had this truly 
remarkable experience and, of course, to have in some unique 
way gotten to know Ralph a little bit.  I’m sure he’s begun his 
migration north by now and, in my mind, I hear him regaling 
his buddies with tales of this strange human he attempted to 
meet on the vast Churchill River. 
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 Not one to just sit on his hands and 

watch the world go by, our own 
Ron Blicq is currently editing a new 
book of his short stories: 
Stories and Tall Tales
400-page memoir titled 

 Not Now! which he published last year (available at McNally 
Robinson booksellers in Winnipeg, and at Tergesens in Gimli). 
My First Computer is one of those short stories.

My First Computer
by Ron Blicq 
When did you first put your hands on a computer? In the 
2000’s? 1990’s? 1980’s? 1970’s? 

When did you most recently use your computer?  Today? 
Yesterday?  Earlier this week? Last week? 

Well, in my case, the dates are unusual. The first time I put my 
hands on a computer was in 1943, and that was in Ancienne 
Lorette, Quebec, now Quebec City airport. And the last time I 
used that particular computer was in April 1957, flying over 
Worcestershire in England.During those years I was flying as a 
navigator with the Canadian, British and Australia Air Forces.

For 14 years my computer helped me navigate my way to, and 
within, many parts of the world. It became a much
friend, assisting me to find my way across major seas and often 
poorly charted lands, frequently at night and at a time when 
few navigation aids such as those we know today were in 
place. Or even thought of. 

The computer was tricky 
to use, yet it helped me 
find my way south above 
the eastern Atlantic 
Ocean to Gibraltar, east 
through the length of 
the gleaming 
Mediterranean Sea and 
over the wind-swept 
North African desert to 
the Suez Canal and on to 
Baghdad. Then it would 
accompany me south 
from Karachi to Sri Lanka 
(which when it took me 
there was known as 
Ceylon), then east across 
the seemingly endless 
expanse of the Indian 
Ocean, circumventing 
towering cumulonimbus 
clouds which, although 
glorious to look at, had 
the potential to tear our 
bomber apart,until we reached the desolate west
of Indonesia and turned southeast toward Singapore and 
Australia, where it helped me find my way back and forth 
many times across that immense land. 

And all this happened before jet engines, when we would labor 
our way slowly across each expanse of water or land, 
propelled—thank goodness—by noisy but reliable Rolls Royce 
Merlin engines. 

The I.C.A.N. Mk III Navigational Computor
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And all this happened before jet engines, when we would labor 
our way slowly across each expanse of water or land, 

by noisy but reliable Rolls Royce 

My computer was known as the I.C.A.N.* Mk III Navigational 
Computor (yes, it was spelled with two O’s), although it bears 
no resemblance to computers and laptops we are accustomed 
to using today, for it was manually operated. Designed in the 
mid-1930s by Philip Dalton in the US, it was adopted by Great 
Britain in 1939 for use by the Royal Air Force and all 
Commonwealth Air Forces. I still have it, and it still works, 
although my fingers today are not as nimble in manipulating it 
as they were in my youth! 

* I.C.A.N. = International Convention on Aerial Navigation

 

 

 Ron’s is the second HG-member article in 
a new “Celebration of (Retired) Life
We welcome any uplifting, funny, 
or otherwise simply interesting story, profile, 
or bit of whimsy. To share with our other 
retirees, simply email your 500- to 1,000
word piece to HG-Editor@RRC.CA

 

 

RRC Virtual Town Hall

Curious to hear how Fred Meier, RRC President and CEO, 
answered questions at the September 23rd Virtual Town Hall

Well, you can view a recording of the live broadcast, 
moderated by Kerri Korabelnikov, Dean of the School of 
Education, Arts and Science, on our blog at 

Our all new rrc-hg.ca blog, host

The I.C.A.N. Mk III Navigational Computor 
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Passages 
We sadly note the passing of the following:

 Brian Chestnut 
Brian passed away suddenly on August 20. 
Brian started a new career (at age 62) as an 
instructor in the Accounting, Commerce, and 
Management Education (ACME) Department.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in 
Brian’s memory to the charity of your choice.

Friends and relatives are encouraged to share 
stories, and condolences on Brian’s memorial 
page at IntegrityFuneralPlanning.com. 

 

 

Robert Stanley Hayes 
On August 17, 2020, after a short illness. 
Robert taught math, science, and drafting at 
Red River until hie retirement in 1995. 

Donations in Robert’s memory can be made to 
CancerCare Manitoba Foundation, or to a 
charity of their choice. 

(Link to Winnipeg Free Press obituary) 

 

 Albert Waldemar Larson 
Peacefully, following a long period of illness, on 
July 31, 2020. Al taught welding to hundreds of 
students at Red River. 

Donations in his memory can be made to Teen 
Challenge of Central Canada. Condolences may 
be sent to thomsonfuneralchapel.com. 

(Link to Winnipeg Free Press obituary) 

 

 

 Darrell Dennis Reid 
Darrell passed away July 24, 2020, at home in 
Nanaimo, BC. He devoted 34 years to the 
college as an instructor and then department 
head of Carpentry. He is thought to have also 
worked in Program and Curriculum 
Development. 

(link to Winnipeg Free Press obituary) 
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Feb. 9, 1943 – July 31, 2020 

Jan 11, 1939 – July 24, 2020 

Oct. 09, 1941 – Aug. 17, 2020 

June 12, 1948 – Aug. 20, 2020 

rrc-hg.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, your HG blog
new host: 

Visit our new virtual home and 
explore its new layout and features.

Members can now 
homepage to automatically 
notifications of new posts by email.

Of course, feel free to post any 
questions and/or comments on the 
site. We’d love to
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hg.ca has moved! 
 

HG blog has moved to a 
new host: WordPress.com. 

new virtual home and 
explore its new layout and features. 

Members can now subscribe on the 
homepage to automatically receive 
notifications of new posts by email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, feel free to post any 
questions and/or comments on the 
site. We’d love to hear from you! 
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Jan 15, 1953 – Jun 04, 2020 

June 30, 1939 – July 08, 2020 

Passages (continued) 
 Gordon Balanduk 
Gord passed away suddenly on July 8. Gord 
joined what was then Red River Community 
College in 1969 and taught accounting for 35 
years before he retired in 2004. 

(Link to Arbor Memorial obituary & guest book) 

 

 

Geoff Bresch 
Geoff passed away at home in Penticton, BC. 
Geoff had worked at both Market Driven 
Training Centre (a one-time affiliate of RRC), 
and as an instructor in the CA/P and BIT 
programs, from which he retired in 2016. 

In lieu of flowers, please donate to the Kidney 
Foundation of Canada, Diabetes Canada, or 
Canadian Cancer Society. 

(link to Winnipeg Free Press obituary) 

 

 
Bernard Waddington 
Bernard Waddington passed peacefully at 
Misericordia Place on May 8, 2020. Bernard 
was a Heavy Duty Mechanic who ended his 
career as an Automotive instructor in RRCC's 
Industrial & Technology Division. 

(link to Bardal obituary) 

 

 

Mori Nishibata 
Peacefully in his sleep, Mori passed away on 
April 29, 2020, at the age of 83. Mori taught 
Technology Mathematics & Physics in the 
1970s and 1980s. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
CancerCare Manitoba. 

(link to Winnipeg Free Press obituary) 

 

 

 


