
 

What! 2022 Already! 
by Guy Dugas, Heritage Group Blog Editor 

Blame it all on COVID. Sometimes it just feels like you can’t 
escape. No sooner is the crest of the third wave behind you 
that you discover you’re only facing an even bigger fourth.  

So, your editor is going to plead COVID-induced lethargy for 
not getting a newsletter out since last April. Thankfully, 
Kathryn and I have so far dogged the bullet and remain 
healthy out here in Vancouver. 

Hoping that late is better than never, I will share highlights 
from our blog since the last issue. Hope you enjoy. 

 

No Meetings. No Zooming. 
by Leslie Walsh, Heritage Group Chair 

Happy New Year all! 

I am wishing for a healthy, happy and COVID free 2022 for you and your 
families.   

Due to the meeting restrictions that have been imposed as a result of the 
OMICRON variant our Heritage Group meeting for January 20, 2022 has 
been cancelled.  This is so disappointing but necessary.   

We will not have a zoom meeting either. I was looking forward to us 
meeting Fred Meier in person and hearing about the future direction of Red 
River Polytech as well as an update on activities.  

Also, Laura isn’t with us anymore so we don’t have a dedicated person to 
do all the setup and monitoring required to do a Zoom meeting. Linda 
Caldwell informs me that someone will be hired to replace Laura; in fact, 2 
people will be hired to do the job that Laura did!  I sure miss her. 

We won’t have a social outing in February as it is too tentative with 
restrictions and booking a venue.  Fingers crossed that we can meet in March. 
I will keep you posted.   

If any of you know of members who do not get email or have access to the blog would you please inform them of the 
cancellations. 

In the meantime, stay warm and stay as healthy as you can.   
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Dateline: January 1, 1972
by Editor on January 1, 2022. (rrc-hg.ca/dateline-january

As the year 2022 begins, Dave 
Williamson, former dean of 
Applied Arts and Business at 
Red River, reaches a certain 
milestone. He has been writing 
book reviews for the Winnipeg 
Free Press for 50 years. 

His first, on a novel called 
Wonderland, by prolific 
American writer Joyce Carol 
Oates, ran on January 1, 1972. 

Over the years, Dave has written 10 books (including 
Changing People’s Lives: An Illustrated History of Red River

Have you been hacked?
by Editor on December 23, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/have-you

I have! 

Cyber-experts have warned of a 
holiday rise in the attacks – 
which use leaked passwords to 
break into your accounts. When 
websites leak or are hacked, 
huge file dumps containing 
passwords are uploaded online. 
Hackers then try these 
passwords on your other 
accounts – or other users. 

They hope that you’ve re-used 
your passwords, or have chosen 
simple and commonly adopted 
logins. This gives hackers easy 
access to your online accounts 
without having to directly compromise your system. If 
hackers can gain access to your Gmail or Outlook
this technique, they could then break into even more 
accounts. 

Hackers can steal and use your private info, resel
drain your bank accounts and wreak havoc across your 
online life. 

  

RRC Heritage Group Newsletter                                                      January 2022

January 1, 1972 
january-1-1972/)  

Over the years, Dave has written 10 books (including 
anging People’s Lives: An Illustrated History of Red River 

College), four TV plays that appeared on CBC, and a 
stage play called Anniversary, co
novelist Carol Shields.  

Meanwhile, he’s been passing along his judgment of 
books in reviews that now total 893. If you add the 16 
he’s written for The Globe and Mail
Prairie Fire magazine, he has, over those 50 years, 
published 1,016 reviews. That doesn’t include the 80 
articles and columns Dave wrote for the 

His colleagues at the College used to kid him about all 
the business trips he took. They will not be surprised 
to hear that a new short story of his, due to appear 
soon in Prairie Fire, is called “Reading on an Airplane.

Have you been hacked? 
you-been-hacked/) 

without having to directly compromise your system. If 
Outlook with 

this technique, they could then break into even more 

Hackers can steal and use your private info, resell it, 
drain your bank accounts and wreak havoc across your 

According to HaveIBeenPwned.com
whopping 5.5 billion passwords had 
been hacked just days ago.

You can use HaveIBeenPwned.com
Website created by Microsoft exec Troy 
Hunt, to check your own email to see if 
you’ve been caught up in any leaks. It 
will not only tell you if your email or 
phone number is known to have been in 
a data breach, the site gives
advice about what to do next.

But remember: even if your email hasn’t 
been breached, you may be using a 
simple password that has leaked from 
someone else. This could also get you 
hacked. Consider using a password 

manager – like Apple’s iCloud Keycha
Chrome – to generate strong passwords and be warned 
of re-used logins. 

It’s important to immediately change your log
to stay safe. 

(Source: the-sun.com/tech/4327131/gmail
passwords-hacked-christmas-credential
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), four TV plays that appeared on CBC, and a 
, co-written with eminent 

Meanwhile, he’s been passing along his judgment of 
ws that now total 893. If you add the 16 

The Globe and Mail and the 107 for 
magazine, he has, over those 50 years, 

published 1,016 reviews. That doesn’t include the 80 
articles and columns Dave wrote for the Free Press. 

lleagues at the College used to kid him about all 
the business trips he took. They will not be surprised 
to hear that a new short story of his, due to appear 

Reading on an Airplane.” 

HaveIBeenPwned.com, a 
billion passwords had 

just days ago. 

HaveIBeenPwned.com, a 
Website created by Microsoft exec Troy 
Hunt, to check your own email to see if 
you’ve been caught up in any leaks. It 
will not only tell you if your email or 
phone number is known to have been in 
a data breach, the site gives sound 
advice about what to do next. 

But remember: even if your email hasn’t 
been breached, you may be using a 
simple password that has leaked from 
someone else. This could also get you 
hacked. Consider using a password 

like Apple’s iCloud Keychain or Google 
to generate strong passwords and be warned 

It’s important to immediately change your log-in details 

sun.com/tech/4327131/gmail-outlook-
credential-stuffing/)
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A Heritage Group Gathering… AT LAST! 
by  Karen Wall on December 2, 2021 (see the post and all the photos at rrc-hg.ca/a-heritage-group-gathering-at-last) 

For the first time in almost two years, members of our 
Heritage Group gathered for a social outing on 
November 18th.  Though COVID kept the group isolated 
from each other for what seemed like an interminable 
length of time, the gathering on the 18th was a huge 
success.   

The group’s usual holiday event has been at Assiniboia 
Downs for the last couple of years, but the buffet we 
were used to having there was, of course, not a wise 
COVID option.  Further, with no means of collecting 
money to pay a group bill, the Social Committee was 
obliged to find a different option for 2021. 

That choice was Maxime’s Restaurant and, based on all 

the comments received, the choice was a good one.  The 
restaurant offered us a menu selection of seven different 
entrees, individual billing and a private space to enjoy 
each others’ company uninterrupted.   

Being unsure of whether members were actually ready 
to gather, the restaurant was given a conservative 
number of expected attendees… 20 to 25 people.  As the 
RSVPs started coming in, it became clear that Heritage 
Group members were more than ready to gather and 
celebrate again.  When the final tally was made, 38 
members of the Heritage Group came to the luncheon.  
In fact, the restaurant had to move us to a larger private 
room!  

To say people were happy to see one another would be 
an understatement.  The chatter was loud, jovial, 
boisterous and non-stop. In fact Leslie, our group chair, 
had to ring her jingle bells very vigorously to get people’s 
attention when announcements had to be made! 

Because it was our first get together in such a long time, 
everyone was given a small door prize upon leaving the 
event.  As well, we held a draw for four very generous 
door prize donations. Red River College gave us a gift 
certificate to Jane’s Restaurant, the RRC Alumni 
Association gave us a gift certificate to “Oh Doughnuts” 
and our own John Reimers, chef extraordinaire, donated 
two copies of his latest cookbook.  All the donated door 
prizes were very gratefully received by the draw winners.  

Suffice to say the event was a huge success.  The fact 
that most people lingered to visit and chat long after the 
meal was over was a testament to how successful it was.  
Let’s hope this is a sign (COVID-willing) of the beginning 
of the rejuvenation of our wonderful Heritage Group.  

Happy Holidays to everyone.  

Karen Wall on behalf of the Social Committee 

 

Thank you, and farewell… 
by Laura Payne on December 17, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/thank-you-and-farewell) 

Dear Heritage Group Members, 

As most of you know, this will be my last post and it is very bittersweet. As excited as I 
am for the next chapter as my family moves to Ottawa, I am saying goodbye to many 
wonderful things including this group. Working with you all has been one of the most 
rewarding aspects of my time at the College, and I want you to know that I truly 
appreciate how supportive you have all been. 

So, thank you  

I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season 

Laura Payne 
Donor Stewardship Coordinator, Development, RRC Polytech 
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Dedicated to fixing the world
by Editor on December 21, 

Though there’s no mention of Monte’s time at Red River, HG members are sure to enjoy Ben 
Waldman’s December 19th Winnipeg Free Press article:
life/entertainment/arts/dedicated
engineer Monte Raber’s 86 years of learning and teaching, the way he enriched the lives 
he knew, and how he saved the lives of countless others he never met.

Thanks to Dale Watts for passing this on.

Dateline: November 1970
by Editor on November 1, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/the

The Surveyor 
(Edited from an article by Tina Quiring in The Projector, Oct.6, 1986)

He still stands 17 feet tall 
outside the CARSI 
building at what used to 
be the south entrance of 
RRCC. Almost 16 years 
old in 1986, he was well 
built and certainly 
commanded attention. 
But students’ reactions to 
his presence were mixed.  

“I think he’s sexy.” 

“He looks stupid.” 

“It’s looks like a little bit 
of culture at RRCC, but he 
doesn’t look like he 
belongs here. Maybe he 
would look better in an 
Arnold Schwarzenegger movie.” 

He, in fact, was The Surveyor. A statue created by 
Smith, then head of the masonry and brick laying shop.

Constructed entirely of scrap metal, the statue took 
Smith 13 months to make. All the work was done in the

A Life’s Story: Navigator of skies, composition
by Editor on Octobe 9, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/navigator

October ninth’s Winnipeg Free Press Passages section feature
beautiful tribute by Cody Sellar to our late Ron Blicq, air force 
veteran turned editor, teacher, and writer.

You can read it at passages.winnipegfreepress.com/article/id
189/Navigator_of_skies,_composition. 
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Dedicated to fixing the world 
, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/dedicated-to-fixing-the-world) 

Though there’s no mention of Monte’s time at Red River, HG members are sure to enjoy Ben 
Waldman’s December 19th Winnipeg Free Press article: winnipegfreepress.com/arts
life/entertainment/arts/dedicated-to-fixing-the-world-575940862.html. It chronicles biomedical 
engineer Monte Raber’s 86 years of learning and teaching, the way he enriched the lives 
he knew, and how he saved the lives of countless others he never met. 

Thanks to Dale Watts for passing this on. 

Dateline: November 1970 
hg.ca/the-surveyor) 

(Edited from an article by Tina Quiring in The Projector, Oct.6, 1986) 

. A statue created by George 
, then head of the masonry and brick laying shop. 

Constructed entirely of scrap metal, the statue took 
Smith 13 months to make. All the work was done in the 

college’s welding shop. It was erected
onto granite slabs by mid-November of 1970.

“One day I got a tremendous idea. Since the whole 
building is square, I thought the college needed 
something rectangular – something out of the ordinary.”

The statue represented both sides of the
held high in the right hand for the academic side, a 
surveyor’s rod in the other for the practical side. But 
Smith said the statue should be taken from all points of 
view to get a different perspective of it each time.

Originally from Stratford-on-Avon, 
in 1955 in search of a “better life”
RRCC in 1963, Smith worked for a time at the Manitoba 
Technical Institute. 

Although the statue was Smith’s first creative attempt 
with scrap metal, he has since comp
which hangs on the wall of the RCMP barracks in Regina. 
Smith said his hobby was “an off
trade he had taught for 20 years.

Smith said he had not received any recognition from the 
college for his effort. But with a s
said, “The statue is my way of keeping immortal. People 
will always look at it and wonder who built that silly 
thing.” 

A Life’s Story: Navigator of skies, composition
hg.ca/navigator-blicq) 

’s Winnipeg Free Press Passages section featured a 
beautiful tribute by Cody Sellar to our late Ron Blicq, air force 

ed editor, teacher, and writer. 

passages.winnipegfreepress.com/article/id-
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Though there’s no mention of Monte’s time at Red River, HG members are sure to enjoy Ben 
winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-

. It chronicles biomedical 
engineer Monte Raber’s 86 years of learning and teaching, the way he enriched the lives of people 

college’s welding shop. It was erected piece by piece, 
November of 1970. 

“One day I got a tremendous idea. Since the whole 
building is square, I thought the college needed 

something out of the ordinary.” 

The statue represented both sides of the college. A book 
the academic side, a 
the practical side. But 

Smith said the statue should be taken from all points of 
view to get a different perspective of it each time. 

Avon, Smith came to Canada 
“better life”. Before coming to 

RRCC in 1963, Smith worked for a time at the Manitoba 

Although the statue was Smith’s first creative attempt 
with scrap metal, he has since completed a brick logo 
which hangs on the wall of the RCMP barracks in Regina. 

“an off-shoot” of the masonry 
trade he had taught for 20 years. 

Smith said he had not received any recognition from the 
college for his effort. But with a smile, he shrugged and 

“The statue is my way of keeping immortal. People 
will always look at it and wonder who built that silly 

A Life’s Story: Navigator of skies, composition 
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HG Meeting Minutes: October 21, 2021
by Editor on Octobe 21, 2021 (Read the entire 

PLACE: North Gym 

Finally! An in-person meeting! The Chair welcomed everyone. Masks were worn 
and members were spread out in the gym.

Highlights 
 The speakers were Gail Shimonek

interesting and comprehensive overview of 
club with members all over the world). Gail spoke and showed videos 
about her trip to Thailand. Brochures on Friendship Force were available. 

 FINANCIAL REPORT (Laura Payne):
been received in donations to the Heritage Group fund. This is great, 
keep them coming! This has bumped the endowed portion of the fund to approx. $130,000. 

 AWARDS : Mary Hayes reported that five 
Nicole Roy. Nursing; Arjuna Tuazon, Graphic Design; Rodelia Aguilar, Business Administration; Tanner 
Bouteller, Bus. Information Tech; Chelsea Vigfusson, Nursing.

 NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Doro
volunteers for positions.  Elections will be held next April.  Email Dorothy at 

We’re a Polytechnic!
by Editor on Octobe 6, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/were-a

RRC  shared its new identity and direction with the rest of Manitoba at 
you to share this exciting news far and wide with your networks.

Go to vimeo.com/622446805 to view a video

Visit www.rrc.ca/polytech to learn more. 

Howard R. Engel & the Induction of Marshall McLuhan 
into the Citizens Hall of Fame
by Editor on September 23, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/howard

An intimate group of 16 attendees gathered for this auspicious 
event on a beautiful summer-like day at the 
Hall of Fame, across from the newly-installed Diversity Gardens 
at the Assiniboine Park. This Hall of Fame may well be unique in 
the world for its method of recognizing its city’s favourite 
daughters and sons, complete with bronze likenesses by 
accomplished local sculptors of Winnipeggers who have 
significantly contributed to their fellow citizens’ quality of life.

Cliff King, Chair of the Hall’s Selection Program within the 
WRREB, welcomed everyone to the ceremony, and introduced 
Howard R. Engel, Founding Director and CEO of The Marshall 
McLuhan Initiative (MMI), to  acknowledge the induction of 
Herbert Marshall McLuhan (HMM) into the Win
Hall of Fame.   

Go to rrc-hg.ca/howard-r-engel-hmm-induction
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HG Meeting Minutes: October 21, 2021 
Read the entire post at rrc-hg.ca/2021-10-21-hg-meeting)

The Chair welcomed everyone. Masks were worn 
and members were spread out in the gym. 

nek and Linda Walker. They gave an 
interesting and comprehensive overview of Friendship Force (a travel 
club with members all over the world). Gail spoke and showed videos 
about her trip to Thailand. Brochures on Friendship Force were available.  

(Laura Payne):  Since September, nearly $5,000 has 
been received in donations to the Heritage Group fund. This is great, 
keep them coming! This has bumped the endowed portion of the fund to approx. $130,000. 

Mary Hayes reported that five $1000 awards were presented this year to the following students:   
Nicole Roy. Nursing; Arjuna Tuazon, Graphic Design; Rodelia Aguilar, Business Administration; Tanner 
Bouteller, Bus. Information Tech; Chelsea Vigfusson, Nursing. 

: Dorothy Derksen and Steve Lipischak are on the committee.  Dorothy asked for 
volunteers for positions.  Elections will be held next April.  Email Dorothy at tjdderksen@mymts.net

We’re a Polytechnic! 
a-polytechnic)

new identity and direction with the rest of Manitoba at a Public Launch on October 
you to share this exciting news far and wide with your networks. 

video of RRC’s Strategic Plan 2022-2026 and what’s ahead

 

Howard R. Engel & the Induction of Marshall McLuhan 
into the Citizens Hall of Fame 

hg.ca/howard-r-engel-hmm-induction) 

ntimate group of 16 attendees gathered for this auspicious 
like day at the Winnipeg Citizens 

installed Diversity Gardens 
at the Assiniboine Park. This Hall of Fame may well be unique in 

rld for its method of recognizing its city’s favourite 
daughters and sons, complete with bronze likenesses by 
accomplished local sculptors of Winnipeggers who have 
significantly contributed to their fellow citizens’ quality of life. 

e Hall’s Selection Program within the 
WRREB, welcomed everyone to the ceremony, and introduced 
Howard R. Engel, Founding Director and CEO of The Marshall 
McLuhan Initiative (MMI), to  acknowledge the induction of 
Herbert Marshall McLuhan (HMM) into the Winnipeg Citizens 

induction to read the entire blog post. 
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keep them coming! This has bumped the endowed portion of the fund to approx. $130,000.  
$1000 awards were presented this year to the following students:   

Nicole Roy. Nursing; Arjuna Tuazon, Graphic Design; Rodelia Aguilar, Business Administration; Tanner 

thy Derksen and Steve Lipischak are on the committee.  Dorothy asked for 
tjdderksen@mymts.net. 

Public Launch on October  5. Now, we invite 

and what’s ahead. 

Howard R. Engel & the Induction of Marshall McLuhan 
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ZOOM Meeting Minutes: September 16, 2021
by Editor on September 22, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/zoom

Highlights 
 WELCOME: to all and new member Dan Johns

recently retired after 21 years at RRC and worked in the ACE 
department.  

 FUTURE DIRECTION OF HG:  Leslie reviewed minutes from the 
planning meeting held on August 19th. Minutes from that 
meeting are on the blog. Discussion followed.

o Leslie will continue as Chair until April 2022 when the 
AGM will occur. No one seemed to object.

 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT: 
main vacancies are for Chair and Vice
committee vacancies at this time. We are hoping that Mary 
Hayes will continue as our secretary. She has done an amazing 
job for many years. 

HG Access to RRC Online Courses
by Editor on September 9, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/hg

Dateline: September 9, 2012
by Editor on September 9, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/dateline

At 9 am September 9th, we saluted Gurdeesh Ghuman

This 9th day of the 9th month marked nine years since his historic 
ride with the Red River Rebel Riders on the 9th day of the 9th month 
of 2012.  

Read all about it in our wayback machine’s post,
Lane. 
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ZOOM Meeting Minutes: September 16, 2021
hg.ca/zoom-meeting-minutes-september-16-2021) 

to all and new member Dan Johns-Kraak. Dan 
recently retired after 21 years at RRC and worked in the ACE 

Leslie reviewed minutes from the 
planning meeting held on August 19th. Minutes from that 
meeting are on the blog. Discussion followed. 

Leslie will continue as Chair until April 2022 when the 
AGM will occur. No one seemed to object. 

INATING COMMITTEE REPORT: Dorothy reported that the 
main vacancies are for Chair and Vice-Chair. There are no social 
committee vacancies at this time. We are hoping that Mary 
Hayes will continue as our secretary. She has done an amazing 

HG Access to RRC Online Courses 
hg.ca/hg-online-courses) 

It’s official! Heritage Group members now have free access to 
online courses. 

The registration form —called Part-time Registration Form 
(Tuition-free) —can be found at the following link:
content/uploads/sites/1/2021/08/PTRegistration

 

Dateline: September 9, 2012. 
hg.ca/dateline-september-9-2012) 

Gurdeesh Ghuman. 

nine years since his historic 
ride with the Red River Rebel Riders on the 9th day of the 9th month 

Read all about it in our wayback machine’s post, Wellness in the Slow 
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ZOOM Meeting Minutes: September 16, 2021 

It’s official! Heritage Group members now have free access to 

time Registration Form – Seniors 60+ 
can be found at the following link: rrc.ca/wp-

stration-Form-60-Plus.pdf. 
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The Circle of Life (circleoflife.site) 
by Barry Garbutt on August 13, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/the-circle-of-life-circleoflife-site) 

The Circle of Life website 
went live June, 2021. It was 
designed to be informative 
and to advocate for the two 
most vulnerable segments of 
our society, the very young 
and the very old. It is 
interesting that the abilities 
learned in early life are the 
very ones that people struggle 
to maintain as they grow 
older. Ageism, according to 
many, is the most prominent 
“ism” of them all. We are 
hoping to address this by 
publishing on our website short biographies of 
individuals that contributed to their communities well 
into their old age. We also hope that this website will 
stimulate donations to our endowment fund at the 
Winnipeg Foundation, the Circle of Life Endowment 
Fund. 

Eleanor Suderman, my wife, and I started to build this 
endowment fund in 2010/2011. We are very grateful to 
the Winnipeg Foundation for the help and friendship 
they have provided us. The website contains a section 
explaining how the fund came to be and links our pasts 
to the objectives of the fund. 

I would like to expand just a little about how the website 
links to my 36 years at RRC. During this period I became 
interested in the scientific linkages between life 
experiences and health. It began when I read Stress 
without Distress by Hans Selye, published in 1974. One 

thing led to another, the years sped by, 
and then Joan Kunderman, Chair of 
Community Services, and I met with Dr. 
Fraser Mustard (President, The 
Founders’ Network) in his offices in 
Toronto in early January, 2001. Jane 
Bertrand from George Brown College 
joined us by telephone. This meeting 
led to the development of the Science 
of Early Child Development 
(SECD) online learning program, a 
model that translates the latest 
research for application by child care 
professionals and policy makers. 

Dr. Mustard worked tirelessly with the objective of 
ensuring every child, regardless of socioeconomic status, 
is offered a rich selection of early childhood experiences 
so that all children will grow 
and optimize their life courses.  He saw that this was a 
way of levelling the playing  
field for all. I recommend that  
you Google Dr. Fraser Mustard  
and learn more about him. 

I tried to build this website  
myself but managed to get just  
a little ways. Holly Clarke of 
Waterloo Design House took us 
most of the way. Coincidentally,  
her house is across the back  
lane from where I grew up. 

Bert Koper (1899-1963) 
by Howard R. Engel on July 7, 2021 (Read the full post at rrc-hg.ca/bert-koper-2) 

Howard presented “Bert Koper (1899-1963) of Winnipeg: A Canadian Numismatic Pioneer, 
Tragic Hero and Archetype“ to the South Wellington Coin Society’s ongoing monthly 
series of numismatic topics. This post contains a synopsis of his presentation, plus a link to 
a video recording of a  March 19 2021 version that Howard gave at the Newman 
Numismatic Portal Symposium. 

Go to rrc-hg.ca/bert-koper-2 to read the entire post. 
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Canada Day: What’s to celebrate? 
by Guy Dugas on July 1, 2021 (Read the full post at rrc-hg.ca/canada-day-whats-to-celebrate) 

reconciliation noun /ˌrekənsɪliˈeɪʃn /  
an end to a disagreement or conflict with somebody and the 
start of a good relationship again. 

Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries 

 
St Peters, c1921 (from redrivernorthheritage.com). 

The recent news of hundreds of unmarked children’s 
graves at the former Kamloops Residential School and 
Marieval Indian Residential School in Saskatchewan has 
prompted the cancellation of many Canada Day 
celebrations. For me, the lead up to this first of July has 
churned up memories of a Sunday ride in 2012. 

While I was still living in Winnipeg, fellow HG member 
Wayne Ferguson and I shared a Canada Day ritual of 
sorts: cycling the same number of kilometres as the years 
since Confederation. In 2012, that worked out to 145 
kilometres. Looping to Selkirk and back was a favourite 
loop of ours and, consulting a map, I discovered that 
cycling a little further to Old St. Peter’s Church and back 
would add up to close to 145 km from my front door.  

If you know nothing about St. Peter’s—as was the case 
for me—you may be surprised to learn that it was built in 
1853 on the site of the first Peguis Reserve. Its cemetery 
holds at least 3,000 to 5,000 unmarked graves.  

St. Peter’s Reserve 

Though many Manitobans recognised 2012 as the 200th 
anniversary of the war of 1812, few remembered it as 
200 years since Chief Peguis first welcomed the Red River 
settlers. He then guided them to hunt buffalo in 1814, 
and helped to bury their dead after the Seven Oaks 
Massacre in 1816. He is even credited with having 
rescued Marie-Anne Gaboury, the first white woman in 
the West and future grandmother of Louis Riel. In 1817, 
Peguis was a signatory to The Selkirk Treaty, granting 
settlers use of Red River lands, including the future 
settlements of Selkirk, Lockport, and Winnipeg. 

Peguis had been persuaded in 1832 to settle at what 
would become known as St. Peter’s Indian Reserve, the 

first successful Indian agricultural settlement in Western 
Canada.  When Peguis converted to Christianity in 1840, 
he adopted the name William King 
and gave his children the last name 
of Prince. The names of many of 
the original settlers, including some 
of the Princes, can still be read on 
headstones in the cemetery. The 
largest is the monument marking 
the grave of Chief Peguis himself, 
who died only three years before 
confederation in 1864. 

Peguis’s Legacy 

Cycling back home, I stopped at the “Stone Fort” of 
Lower Fort Garry. Here, on August 3, 1871, Peguis’s 
youngest son, Henry (Red Eagle/Mis-koo-kenew) Prince, 
signed Treaty No. 1 with the new country of Canada, 
transferring lands now part of modern Manitoba.  

Coincidentally, 2021 marks the 150th anniversary of its 
signing. Recent discoveries are sure to cast a shadow on 
this summer’s Treaty No. 1 150 Commemoration. 

Henry Prince died on 7 June 1899. He was buried the 
following day in St. Peter’s cemetery. His grave too is 
unmarked. 

And then there’s Peguis’s great-
great-grandson, Sgt. Tommy 
Prince of the Devil’s Brigade, 
Canada’s most decorated 
Aboriginal war veteran. Though 
a hero in the mold of his great-
great-grandfather, like too many 
of our First Nations brothers and 
sisters he died penniless in a 
homeless shelter and is virtually 
as forgotten as Peguis himself. 

All that is left of that first reserve is a dirt road leading to 
the old stone church and cemetery where Chief Peguis is 
buried, surrounded by crumbling headstones, a few 
forgotten monuments, and thousands of unmarked 
graves. Successive waves of settlers and the new 
government of Canada eventually pushed the Peguis 
band off this prime agricultural land, then considered 
“too good for Indians”, onto reserves farther north. 

In need of steady friends 

A poignant 2016 Free Press article chronicled the quiet 
reburial of remains from other unmarked grave at St. 
Peter’s, found exposed by the Red River. I encourage you 
to read it. Nearly two centuries ago, elders had buried an 
indigenous man with honour, facing east and overlooking 
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the Red, with his stone pipe, a bowl, and beadwork 
tucked inside a birch-bark shroud. Investigating officers 
realized its significance and called for an indigenous elder 
to come out and hold a ceremonial smudge. Following 
the reinterment, Ojibwa elder Harry Bone and former 
grand chief Dennis White Bird both commended the 
RCMP on the way they conducted the investigation; the 
smudge had been a surprisingly touching gesture. 

   “We know this is going to happen, there’s going to be 
other things found,” Bone said. 

 

Yes, there are those who call for abandoning Canada Day 
celebrations in light of recent discoveries—I hesitate to 
even call them discoveries; exposés would be more 
appropriate. But the truth is, Canadians do have much to 
celebrate. We live in a country that is more prepared 
than ever, I believe, to confront its past. And though we 
must acknowledge that some of us are still hurting—I too 
have indigenous ancestors lying in unmarked graves 

somewhere—I see more value in building up than tearing 
down, in building bridges over erecting walls. 

 

  Peguis has been a steady friend of the 
settlement ever since its establishment 
and has never deserted its cause in its 
greatest reverses. 

 Lord Selkirk 1817. 
 

Non-indigenous Canadians must work towards repaying 
their debt by restoring the good relations modeled by 
Chief Peguis so long ago. But the tables have been 
turned. It is our First Nations, after so many great 
reverses, that are in need of steady friends. 

Ignorance may be bliss, but no longer an option. Perhaps 
Canada Day 2021 will mark a new awakening and, I hope, 
a stronger resolve to build a better place for us all.  

ZOOM Meeting Minutes: May 20, 2021. 
by Leslie Walsh on May 26, 2021 (Read the full post at rrc-hg.ca/zoom-meeting-minutes-may-20-2021) 

Highlights 
Nominating Committee:  Most who were approached to 
run for Chair and Vice-Chair are not interested.  Dorothy 
and Steven will continue to work on nominations.  Leslie 
will continue as Chair until we can meet physically to 
have our AGM, when elections normally occur. 

Guest Speaker:  Laura introduced Alumni Engagement 
Officer Katrina Sklepowich, who did a presentation on 
the Alumni. Katrina is a 2016 RRC CreComm grad who 
previously worked with the St. Boniface Foundation.  

Member News: Members shared what they have been 
doing since our in-person meeting in January 2020. 
Members are keeping very busy, even getting married! 

Many shared memories of John Bell, who recently died. 
Leslie reminded us that, upon learning of a member’s 
death, she sends a sympathy card to the family. 

KATRINA SKLEPOWICH’S PRESENTATION 

 Katrina began by indicating how 
nice it is to work with so many 
other CreComm grads at her 
alma mater.   

Highlighted new initiatives: 

 10, 000 Coffees: RBC Future 
Launch has partnered with 
Ten Thousand Coffees to 
help young Canadians 
prepare for the future of work.  

 Blueprints for Careers Success: RRC’s Alumni 
Engagement is highlighting inspiring alumni success 
stories, exciting career boosters to help alumni reach 
their career goals faster, and continuing education 
and mentorship opportunities, all of which will help 
alumni form their own blueprint for career success.  

 Micro-credential courses: These online courses align 
with some of the most desired skills sought by 
industry. Also known as digital badges, These micro-
certifications allow employers to verify qualifications 
for the specific skills that they are seeking.  

 Coming up: Since there are no perks for alumni like 
using the gym or the library, the alumni office is 
working on a partnership with alumni businesses for 
a 10% discount for alumni at those businesses. 

Read the entire post on our blog at RRC-HG.ca 
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Dateline: May 9, 2013
by Editor on May 9, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/dateline-

How time flies! Already eight years have passed since the College of Registered 
Nurses of Manitoba awarded our own Leslie Walsh their Excellence in 
Professional Nursing Award for Nursing Education.

Congrats Les! 

(Read the entire post on our blog at 

 

Ready to serve?
by Editor on May 2, 2021

HG Elections are coming

Both the Chair and Vice

Interested? 

Dorothy Derksen and Steven Lipschak, our Nominating Committee, encourage anyone ready to 
serve on the HG executive to email Dorothy at dorothygd@mymts.net.

Hopefully there will 

Wrestling with pigs 
by Heritage Grump on April 23, 2021 (Read the full post at

 

  I admit it; I am getting old. But am I the only one waxing nostalgic for a time when
it was easier to ignore ignoramuses who thought they were the centre of the 
universe? Hardly a day goes by now without some antisocial media influencer or 
self-important Instagram soap-boxer co-opting our mainstream media (perhaps it 
is lamestream after all). I never thought I’d one day be clamouring for more 
unbalanced journalism. 

 

Whether it’s forest defenders, anti-vaxxers, climate deniers, creationists, white 
supremacists, neo-nazis, or flat earth evangelists, these cooks seem to be gaining 
more and more mainstream air time (and credibility) than they deserve. And quite 
often with very little, if any, critical backlash.

Of course, as one commentator put it, “If you wrestle with 
you get dirty. ” Or, “never argue with an idiot: the best possible outcome is that you 
win an argument with an idiot.” 

I say, why give pigs and idiots a platform in the first place?

 
 

 “Show me someone with no ego and I’ll show 

  

Now, some of you might argue that I just gave an idiot a platform. 
I prefer to think of it as an inspiration. Show me someone with no 
ego, and I’ll invite them to post to our blog.
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Dateline: May 9, 2013 
-may-9-2013) 

How time flies! Already eight years have passed since the College of Registered 
Nurses of Manitoba awarded our own Leslie Walsh their Excellence in 

ssional Nursing Award for Nursing Education. 

(Read the entire post on our blog at RRC-HG.ca) 

Ready to serve? 
2021 

HG Elections are coming (when we can finally meet again)! 

Both the Chair and Vice-Chair positions will be up for grabs. 

Dorothy Derksen and Steven Lipschak, our Nominating Committee, encourage anyone ready to 
serve on the HG executive to email Dorothy at dorothygd@mymts.net.

Hopefully there will be a few people interested by our next meeting. 

 
Read the full post at rrc-hg.ca/wrestling-with-pigs) 

I am getting old. But am I the only one waxing nostalgic for a time when 
it was easier to ignore ignoramuses who thought they were the centre of the  
universe? Hardly a day goes by now without some antisocial media influencer or  

opting our mainstream media (perhaps it  
lamestream after all). I never thought I’d one day be clamouring for more  

vaxxers, climate deniers, creationists, white  
azis, or flat earth evangelists, these cooks seem to be gaining  

more and more mainstream air time (and credibility) than they deserve. And quite  
often with very little, if any, critical backlash. 

Of course, as one commentator put it, “If you wrestle with a pig, the pig likes it, and  
you get dirty. ” Or, “never argue with an idiot: the best possible outcome is that you  

I say, why give pigs and idiots a platform in the first place? 

“Show me someone with no ego and I’ll show you a big loser.” 

 Donald Trump

Now, some of you might argue that I just gave an idiot a platform. 
I prefer to think of it as an inspiration. Show me someone with no 
ego, and I’ll invite them to post to our blog. 

 April 2021 
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Dorothy Derksen and Steven Lipschak, our Nominating Committee, encourage anyone ready to 
serve on the HG executive to email Dorothy at dorothygd@mymts.net. 

Donald Trump 
 

Now, some of you might argue that I just gave an idiot a platform.  
I prefer to think of it as an inspiration. Show me someone with no 
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HG Lossary 
by Editor on April 20, 2021 (rrc-hg.ca/hg-lossary) 

You may have read our original April 5th post , HG Glossary Suggestions, 
responding to a March 31st RRC News request for RRC Glossary submissions. 
The deadline has passed. Being at a loss to explain why not a single one of our 
terms made the list, we have cancelled our subscription. 

But wait! Your HG wordsmiths have since serendipitously stumbled upon a 
significantly more sophisticated site: the Word Play Masters Invitational (a 
website spawned in 2010 by that ancient urban legend, the MENSA Invitational). 
Below is a sample of their neologisms (slightly edited, for the fun of it). 

Bozone 
Substance surrounding stupid people that stops bright 
ideas from penetrating 

Dopeler effect 
How stupid ideas seem smarter when they come at you 
rapidly (like a train) 

Epathy 
Understanding how someone feels but not caring 

Epoophany 
A moment of sudden clarity after some time on the 
toilet 

Ergotica  
Therefore-play 

Financé 
Someone you are marrying for money 

Fournication 
Melange a quatre 

Foxymoron 
A smart blonde 

Gagnostic 
Person who is uncertain about the existence of jokes 

Glibido 
All talk and no action 

Halucynation 
Thinking you see Lucille Ball 

Hetour 
Unnecessarily long and meandering route taken by a 
male driver after refusing to ask for directions 

Hexting 
Casting a spell via SMS messaging 

Hipatitis 
Terminal coolness. 

Karmarang 
Bad luck that comes back again and again 

Karmageddon 
It’s like, when everybody is sending off all these really 
bad vibes, right? And then, like, the Earth explodes and 
it’s like, a serious bummer.  

Lexicon 
A shady purveyor of used Lexus automobiles 

Lossary 
List of words that did not make it into the glossary (like 
this one) 

Luxurinate 
To go tee tee in a really nice restroom 

Osteopornosis 
A degenerate disease 

Predundant 
On the cusp of repeating yourself 

Stinkle 
What you do after eating asparagus 

Tattool 
That nincompoop covered in tattoos 

Testickles 
Butterflies in the stomach before an exam 

Tumbling 
A bellybutton ring (bling for your belly)
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Passages 2021 
We have lost a number of our former 
colleagues in 2021. Go to our blog at 
rrc-hg.ca/passages-2021 for a video 
tribute to all those we know to have 
passed in the past year. 

 Bob Baergen 
 John Bell 
 Ron Blicq 
 Orest Dobinsky 
 Rick Dykes 
 Frank Gamaldo 
 Frank Gramiak 
 Bob Lechow 
 Tom Mohammed 
 Faith Mychasiw 
 Ken Partridge 
 Len Perry 
 John Peterer 
 Monte Raber 
 Deanne Spiegel 
 Gerry Varnes 
 John Wiebe 

 

Passages 2022 
George Martens 
We are sad to report the peaceful 
passing of George Martens on January 
2nd, at the age of 87.  

George was Director for Computer 
Services in the 1990s, in what was then 
Red River Community College.  

(link to Winnipeg Free Press obituary) 
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